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THE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
WCBA Chariman, Danie Vorster
It is an honor to submit my Chairman’s report to the members and to express my thanks to the
committee and to everyone who contributed throughout the year.

I extend a warm welcome to all members and a similar welcome is extended to all our guests.

2016 and 2017 so far has not been too easy at all.We are still experiencing continual dry conditions
with no end in sight. The dry weather is having a massive influence on Western Cape’s honey
production at the moment with beekeeper’s reporting only 50%-70% of average honey yields for the
last two years.The demand for local honey is increasing day by day and the supply is decreasing day
by day.

Our beekeepers are having a rough enough time working around the drought not even to mention the
17 000 something veld fires that flared up around the WC in the last couple of months. Our
beekeepers have lost 10 000’s of thousands hectares of bee-forage with an undisclosed amount of
hives lost due to the devastation. Most of these forage areas were fynbos areas which will not be able
to produce nectar or pollen for the next 4 -5 years, put extra strain on the severe lack of forage we are
experiencing due to increased bee hive numbers and blue gum trees being cut unnecessary. The
demand for pollination will be increasing massively in the near future with no forage to sustain these
bees.

So what have the WCBA management committee and its members managed in the last 12 months.

We had 6 management meetings, 1 Field day and Beecon 2016

Our first big event on the calendar was the annual SABIO Beecon that was held in Oudtshoorn.

Lynette Barnes acted as Convener for the event and had fantastic support from her team of
“Champions” It was attended by 160 beekeepers and delegates from around South Africa.
We started the Thursday before with a first “training of beginner and developmental beekeepers:
hosted by the SCBIA. We then had 2 information filled days of talks, a trip to the Cango caves and a
beekeepers’ honey room and bee site visit. We had a braai evening with Eddie Hart giving us a short
talk about his award winning honey. We had Dave Pepler well known nature conservationist
entertaining us, as well as Dr. Doug Somerville from NSW University in Australia giving 2 talks on
honey bee nutrition and queen breading. Harsh words were spoken regarding the lack of forage,
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increasing demand for pollination, lack of hive numbers to fulfill this demand and the little government
support.There was a panel discussion that was led by representatives 3sectors that rely on
pollination. Berries, Onion seed and soft fruit.These 3 sectors have indicated their planned growth
figures for the next couple of years will need an increase of 31 000 hives for seed, 31 000 hives for
soft fruit and 15 000 hives for blueberries.

The congress was ended with a fantastic gala dinner where our very own oom Nico Langenhoven
was crowned Beekeeper of the year for 2016. Congrats oom Nico.Congrats oom Nico. We received
compliments on a well-organized congress from near and far. Dr. Somerville mentioned to me that the
organizing was of the highest standard and that the Australian congress has a thing or 2 to learn from
us. We are proud to announce we made a R41 000 profit. We deliberated intensely and decided it
would be best to award SABIO 20% of our profit made to help with their finances. The rest of the profit
will be set aside to hopefully contribute to forage in the Western Cape.

Thanks again to Lynette and her team for all their effort.
Our Summer field day and year end function was at Ouderaapkraal at Brendon’s place in November.
Oom Nico gave some feedback regarding his Australia trip, Brendon some advice on feeding bees
and oom Johan van As on the use of chemicals during pollination. It was a very well attended field
day with 40 + guests. I received numerous phone calls afterwards to congratulate the WCBA on a
well-organized and insightful day.

This year we decided to have a honey festival again. It is tomorrow at the Kirstenbosch Botanical
garden. Lynette and Tlou who is running this project have managed to get 15 stalls for the WCBA.It
will joining the monthly flea market held at the gardens with an estimate of about 5000 visitors.Please
support us tomorrow.

Other projects that WCBA is involved in:
Forage project (Agrifusion)
Last year our AGM was attended by Dr.Troskie where he gave us some feedback and input on how
projects etc. get awarded. Members of our committee, Brendon and Tlou got invited to a couple of
meetings with WC department of Agriculture at Elsenburg. WCBA got notified in November last year
that the “Bee Industry Strategy” was put out on tender. We got notified in January that Agrifusion got
awarded the tender .Meetings between Agrifusion and committee members of WCBA have already
taken place with input from Mike Allsop also. The strategy will be done by June 2017. The fact that we
are already at this phase is very exciting for us and we believe that the strategy being set up will have
a big impact on beekeeping in the Western Cape.
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Grower’s day in Moorreesburg.
WCBA got invited to give a 10 minute talk to farmers regarding bee-friendly practices. Oom NIco
volunteered and presented quite successfully.

Inspection service
Our inspection service had 1 request for the past season with very good feedback from the clients
according to our inspectors. The inspections are treated as very confidential and no committee
members are informed of or given any names of beekeepers whose hives were being inspected.
Honey
Unfortunately the 2016/17 honey season was really poor again. September/October 2016 had good
spring flows in certain areas but most of our member’s hives were in pollination at that time. The
eucalyptus trees looked quite promising , but lots of winds, heat and the dry climate took its toll on the
flowers The little rain and continuing drought are not helping beekeepers at all. Bees had to be fed
since the end of pollination to keep them alive
Beekeepers from certain areas reported the following
-

Stellenbosch,Paarl area: 30% less

-

Wellington Malmesbury: 50% less

-

Robertson/Worcester: 40% less

-

West Coast: 40% less

-

Overberg: 40% less

Unfortunately honey prospects aren’t looking great either.
Capensis
Our CAPENSIS newsletter got sent out on 2 occasions since our last AGM. Helena sent out one
issue and Tlou edited our most recent issue .It was unfortunately due to Helena from Simply Bee’s
busy schedule that she resigned as editor and committee member. Tlou Masehela offered his writing
skills and time to head our Capensis newsletter department.
I also want to thank everyone who have been contributing to our newsletter as well as too the SABIO
Bee journal.

Pollination
The 2016 pollination price increased with about 12% and the 2016 guideline price will most likely
increase with a similar percentage for 2017.It will be deliberated later in the meeting.The demand for
pollination will be increasing steadily with huge future growth prospects as pointed out earlier in the
Beecon section.If plans aren’t put in place some producers might be in a predicament in the near
future with a lack of hives supply. With honey becoming more and more a secondary income source
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after pollination,with the scarcity and lack of it more beekeepers are turning to pollination to keep
their businesses alive.

AFB
AFB break-outs and reports are becoming less and less but EFB becoming a more well-known
suspect.
Beecon 2017
Beecon 2017 will be hosted by SABIO in Gauteng. It will be a shortened version of the usual
Beecon’s with the AGM. Dates still to be specified.
SABIO
I became part of the SABIO committee as a CO-opted member in 2016. We as a WCBA committee
felt that we needed someone to keep SABIO up to date with what we as an Association are trying to
achieve and are busy with,and with what SABIO is busy with so that we don’t duplicate each other.For
example beekeeper training curriculum’s and forage projects etc. Since then we have had 3 SABIO
meetings. SABIO is doing their best for the industry and I want to urge all of our members to please
support SABIO.

To achieve our Association goals we set out for ourselves a dedicated team is needed with the right
passion to better our industry

1. Brendon Ashley-Cooper - Our vice Chairman
The assisting of field days, attending meetings that I can attend and being involved with the forage
project.

2. Lynette Barnes
Thanks for your assistance whenever it is needed.You did a fantastic job with the Beecon.And very
important making your personal office available for our committee meetings.

3. Dawid Smit
Oom Dawid thanks for keeping our administration side up to date. Sorting out all the Beecon’s
paperwork and getting our books to balance.

4.Johan van As
Thanks for helping us through your extremely busy schedule at work to give us the all important
industry perspective. Your input is invaluable to us.
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5. Pieter Theron
Thanks for your eagerness to assist wherever there is a need especially with your organizing of our
field days as well as helping with the registration process.

6. Dr. Tlou Masehela
Tlou, I firstly want to congratulate you on receiving your Doctorate in Entomology we are very proud to
have a DOCTOR in our midst. Thanks .Tlou for taking on the Capensis editor job and for the first
edition ,and also for being part of the forage project and committing to the various meetings.

7. Helena
I want to thank Helena for her willingness to be a part of the committee for the last couple of years in
between her busy schedule and being editor of our capensis

8. Matthew Surridge
Thanks Mat for being part of the fold again.Thanks for helping with our pollination section as well as
improving our inspection service.

9. Oom Nico Langenhoven
Oom Nico, you have retired from the committee but you are still part of us. With all your research and
efforts that you put into different sectors you always have the best interest of WCBA at heart and we
really appreciate that.

To end it off I would like to to thank our members who have been putting their trust In the committee
.We try hard to keep things happening, to be updated and to be successful. Please help us to
promote the industry by ethical practices and by being responsible beekeepers.
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WCBA

2017/18 COMMITTEE

The WCBA committee elected into office at the past AGM (held on 25th March 2017) in
Stellenbosh.
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THE BEEKEEPING INDUSTRY STRATEGY

(BIS)

By Anneline Hugo, Agrifusion
Agrifusion has been appointed as a service provider to assist the beekeeping industry with the
development of a strategy to sustain the honeybee population and manage apiculture in the Western
Cape. This process was initiated by the unit for Business Strategy and Planning, Department of
Agriculture, and was the result of requests by the beekeeping industry to the department to assist in
strategic matters. Some of the issues raised by the industry were the need for bee forage, disease
management, harmful agricultural practices (for instance the use of pesticides) and increased
coherence amongst the role players in the industry.

Anneline Hugo (Agrifusion) giving an update on the Beekeeping Industry Strategy (BIS) to the WCBA
members during the WCBA-AGM. (Picture: Tlou Masehela)

The development of a strategy, according to popular definitions, is always focused on bringing about
a certain desired future state such as achieving a goal or solving a problem. However, to reach future
goals for bees and beekeeping in the Western Cape, one needs to first understand the current state
of affairs, agree on the end goal and then map out the road towards the end goal. For this process, a
task team was established, consisting of a number of stakeholders that are representative of
commercial and smallholder beekeeping, retail, Government on provincial and national level, as well
as researchers. This team meets monthly to develop the strategy, which will be communicated to the
industry as well as a broader set of stakeholders that need to be communicated to for informative
purposes or involved in implementation thereof.
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The final strategy will be delivered by the end of June 2017 and communicated to all involved. The
team is focused on making a tangible difference in a sustainable manner through innovative solutions.
The themes that have been identified at this point for further investigation are
•

Bee forage;

•

Research and innovation;

•

Regulatory framework;

•

Education and awareness;

•

Governance and stakeholders;

•

Market considerations.

It is encouraging to notice that beekeeping is regarded as an important point on the agenda of
provincial government and that the industry wants to work towards solutions that would benefit all
stakeholders. As we know, bees are going to be exceedingly critical as a resource for the agricultural
industry as a whole and the custodians of this resource need to take up the responsibility of driving
towards that ideal future state.

(If you want to contribute towards this process or would like to know more about it, feel free to contact
anneline@agrifusion.co.za)
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THE HONEY FESTIVAL

– 26 MARCH 2017

By Tlou Masehela, SANBI & WCBA
The honey festival was by far one of the most anticipated events on this year’s WCBA event calendar.
After a few years of not taking place, the committee decided on a comeback for this event – and the
Kirstenbosch Craft Market in Newlands was the perfect setting. The market takes place every last
Sunday of the month and graced by both local and international tourists due to its location, just
opposite the Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens. A total of 11 stalls were set up on the day – providing
the public with a wide variety of honey, facial, body and beauty products, soaps and candles,
ointments and balms, propolis products, and many others. Here are some pictures from the day’s
event and displays (Pictures by Tlou Masehela):
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AUTUMN FIELD DAY – 22 APRIL 2017
Nico Langenhoven, Beekeeper
WKBV het weer eens ’n suksesvolle velddag aangebied by Anna Beulah se plaas buite Durbanville.
Daar het 36 persone opgedaag van wie 6 as nuwe lede geregistreer het. Sedert die begin van die jaar
was byeverwydering ŉ gewilde onderwerp op Apiculture SA. WKBV het besluit om hierdie onderwerp
beter te laat toelig deur iemand met deeglike ondervinding. Gerhard Olivier het die aanwesiges
hieroor breedvoerig ingelig. Hy het ‘n hele aantal foto’s vertoon. Die “beevac” en tregter-metode is in
detail bespreek. Ook die nodige toerusting, met klem op verskillende pypaansluitings, is
gedemonstreer. Interaksie tussen die aanwesiges was lewendig en talle vrae is in detail beantwoord.
Ernst Muller, wat met die opstel van die aanbieding gehelp het, het aan die einde ŉ interessante
staaltjie vertel. Sy eerste swerm bye het hy vir 22 dae elke dag geïnspekteer om op die 22ste dag te
vind daar is nie meer bye oor nie. Hierdie is maar net ŉ waarskuwing aan almal wat ŉ nuwe swerm
bye vang om dit nie te veel versteur nie. Die swerm sal of trek of net agteruit gaan. ŉ Verdere versoek
is dat slegs probleem swerms verwyder moet word.
Die volgende onderwerp op die program was ŉ aanbieding deur Louis van Niekerk oor die voer van
bye -- veral relevant tydens die huidige droogte natuurlik. Hierdie bestuursaksie sal ‘n al groter
nodigheid word om byeswerms te laat oorleef en op standaard te kry as bestuiwingseenhede. Na ‘n
in-diepte verduideliking van hoe ŉ swerm funksioneer, het hy ‘n koolhidraadstroop met aanvullers
aanbeveel wat met tussenposes van 2 tot 3 weke gevoer moet word. Die aanvullers in die stroop is in
die proses om getoets en gefinaliseer te word vir bemarking.

Vir diegene wat bekommerd is dat dit onwettig mag wees om die produk te gebruik, wil die skrywer
net op die volgende wys. Wet 36 van 1947 waar alle landbouprodukte soos veevoer, kunsmis ens.
geregistreer moet word, maak nie voorsiening vir die registrasie van byevoer nie. Die gebruik van
hierdie of soortgelyke produk moet egter met omsigtigheid gedoen word om vermenging met heuning
te voorkom.
Die dag se verrigting is met ‘n gesellige braai en verdere interaksie afgesluit.
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Bee removal pictures shared by participants during the field day
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THE NOTICE
BOARD

HORTGRO Science Tech
Symposium 2017
Dates: 5-9 June 2017

THE BEE WORLD

Meeting the dietary needs of honey bees is tough for
South African beekeepers
https://theconversation.com/meeting-the-dietary-needsof-honey-bees-is-tough-for-south-african-beekeepers77257

Venue: Allee Bleue,
Simondium

U.S. HONEY CROPS AND MARKETS – MAY 2017
http://americanbeejournal.com/u-s-honey-cropsmarkets-may-2017/

AGRI WES-KAAP ALGEMENE

A third of the nation's honeybee colonies died last
year. Why you should care

JAARKONGRES
Dates: 26 & 27 June 2017
Venue: ATKV, GGoudini SPA

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nationnow/2017/05/26/third-nations-honeybee-coloniesdied-last-year-why-you-should-care/348418001/

Common pesticide damages honey bee's ability to
fly
https://phys.org/news/2017-04-common-pesticidehoney-bee-ability.html

New research debunks honey bee pesticide study
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/16/business/abee-mogul-confronts-the-crisis-in-hisfield.html?hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&clic
kSource=story-heading&module=first-columnregion&region=top-news&WT.nav=top-news&_r=0

P: Bus/Box 1200, Bellville, 7535

T&F: (021) 865 2050

E: info@wkbv.co.za

W: www.wkbv.co.za

