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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 

Danie Voster  
 
Chairman: WCBA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear WCBA Members, 

 

Welcome to 2017!  I hope you all had a prosperous festive time with your family, friends and bees. 

 

The year 2016 was an average year for bees, let us hope for a better 2017. 

 

The WCBA committee has already held its first meeting and have planned quite an eventful year 

ahead.  

 

One major change we made was to change our AGM and Autumn field day around.  As per our 

year planner our AGM will be held 25 March 2017 in Stellenbosch.  The reason is to debate, 

agree and communicate the proposed 2017 pollination fee earlier with our members and the Fruit 

Industry and so to give service providers enough chance to negotiate their contracts with their 

growers. 

 

Unfortunately one of our committee members, Helena van der Westhuizen, resigned recently from 

the management committee.  Helena's business (Simply Bee) have grown from strength to 

strength and needs all of her time and commitment at this stage.  Thanks Helena for all your 

support and for being our Capensis Editor. 

 

Tlou Masehela volunteered to be the Editor and we wish him the best of luck with his new 

challenge. 

 

Lastly, I want to wish all our members the best of luck with 2017.  May your supers overflow with 

honey and the bees fill all your catch boxes. 

 



 

FEEDBACK FROM THE LAST COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MINUTES OF MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

18 January 2017 @ 10h00, Klein Nooitgedacht, Koelenhof 

1. CONSTITUTIONING 

Present:  Danie Vorster (chairman), Brendan Ashley-Cooper (vice-chairman), Dawid Smit (secretary & 

treasurer), Lynette Barnes, Pieter Theron, Tlou Masehela and Matthew Surridge.  Absent:  Helena van der 

Westhuizen (resigned) and Johan van As (with notice). 

2. ADDITIONS 

Training. 

3. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Danie read the minutes of the meeting of 26 Oct 2016.  They were approved as correct. 

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

None. 

5. FINANCES 

The balances on our accounts were as follows on 17 January 2017:  Cheque R23581.63; Development 

Fund R145901.51, Symposium Fund R85028.42 and Cash Box approx R2500.  Lynette to forward the latter 

to Dawid.  Dawid & Brendan has to investigate and implement a better investment on our funds. 

6. MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 

The number for the current financial year is about 60 full members and 12 addisional related members. 

7. YEAR PROGRAM & FORTH-COMING EVENTS 

The year-end field day at Brendan’s place on 12 November 2016 was attended by around 45 persons and a 

huge success according to all the complements received.  Thanks to Brendan and family and the other 

contributors Nico, Johan, Dawid and Pieter.  Dawid’s proposed new program and budget was discussed 

and adjusted.  It will be updated and distributed through all applicable channels.  Lynette, Brendan and 

Pieter will immediately start organising our 3rd Honey Festival.  Dawid to be advised of the date and venue 

ASAP.  The AGM henceforth will be held in March each year to facilitate earlier discussion and agreeing the 

new recommended pollination tariff for budgeting purposes. 

8. CAPENSIS NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE 

Helena’s unfortunate resignation is understood and accepted.  She will definitely still be used as contact 

person for the western part of our service area.  The November 2016 issue of Capensis did not surface for 

this reason.  Danie will arrange with her to allow Tlou to take over the Capensis editorship.  The next 

newsletter must go out by end February 2017.  The website must be kept alive and current with fresh 

pictures and documents.  Dawid will see to the documentation and all other committee members are asked 

to provide photos.  Bee removers must also be displayed more prominently to meet the demand. 



 

FEEDBACK FROM THE LAST COMMITTEE MEETING (CONT) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9. CORRESPONDENCE 

Nico’s proposed presentation at the SKOG field day in Malmesbury was not discussed, but at least 

Brendan and Tlou will attend / assist.  The booklet “Gums & Bees” must be distributed. 

10. SABIO MATTERS 

Danie will attend the first SABIO MC meeting on Friday 27 January 2017 and get more info regarding their 

program for the year, especially Beecon 2017.  Dawid paid the agreed R8000 commission from the 

Beecon 2016 profit over to them on 18 Jan 2017.  Danie will take the constitutionality of this up with them. 

11. POLLINATION 

The necessity to announce the season’s pollination tariff earlier was agreed to. For this reason the AGM 

has to be earlier as well.  Input from the committee members amount to comments that 6-8% increase 

would not be unfair and that the current bulk honey price is around R43-R45 per kg.  Dawid to make the 

usual calculations and communicate it further.  The article on the importance and threats of our honey bee 

population for the SAFJ for their May 2017 issue is a priority this year.  Brendan to liaise with Mike Allsopp, 

Tlou and Dawid. 

12. PESTS & DISEASES 

Although some AFB still appears here and there, incidents of disease are experienced but seem to be 

other than typical AFB.  Dead-outs after pollination is also experienced and probably the cause of queen 

loss.  Ants is becoming a severe problem in this dry climate.  Dawid will source and distribute info 

regarding treatment ASAP. 

13. BEE FORAGE 

Brendan and Tlou to keep liaising with Elsenburg and keep us informed of the developments. 

14. AD HOC MATTERS 

Training:  Lynette notified that a beekeeping course through Elsenburg is in the final stages of 

development.  Indications in writing from us underscoring the need will help a lot to speed up the process.  

Lynette will use our letterhead to do this. 

15. NEXT MEETING 

11 March 2017 @ 10h00 at Arniston Camp Cottage. 

The meeting adjourned at about 13h00 after it was agreed that we should keep meeting times to maximum 

3 hour in future. 

 



 

BEEKEEPING BOOKS FIND A NEW HOME 

Tlou Masehela 

SANBI & WCBA 

 
Over the years, the Western Cape Bee Industry Association (WCBA) has been a custodian of numerous books 

and journals that document various subjects on global and South African beekeeping literature.  As many would 

know, some of these books date back to the 1800, but their value and knowledge surpass their age 

considerably.  In order to ensure that such literature is accessible to those who might be interested in their use, 

the WCBA sought to find a suitable home for the books on long term basis.  You will be pleased to know that the 

South African National Biodiversity Institute’s (SANBI) Harry Molteno Library at the Kirstenbosch National 

Botanical Garden, Kirstenbosch Research Centre, in Cape Town, will now be the new long term home for these 

books. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The library is open to members of the public, learners and students.  Operating hours are Mondays to Fridays 

from 08h30 - 16h30.  The current librarian is Ms Ndileka Jaxa and she can be contacted on 021 799 8712; 

Email: n.jaxa@sanbi.org.za.  Inquiries relating to the beekeeping collection can also be directed to Tlou 

Masehela, contact: 021 799 8702; Email: t.masehela@sanbi.org.za.  A comprehensive list of all books will be 

made available on the WCBA’s website.  This will enable those interested in making use of the collection to 

easily look up the availability of the different books/subjects.  The loaning of the books will follow that of the 

library, in order to ensure that respective users lend and return the books in good condition and in a 

considerable period.  The WCBA would like to encourage the use of these books and believes this arrangement 

will make their accessibility much easier. 

 

 

The beekeeping literature will be part of 

the library’s 8000 books, 750 journal titles 

and a pamphlet collection of about 5000 

items.  The library mainly maintains an 

index of journal articles about South 

African flora and related topics.  

Beekeeping subject that includes Bee 

Plants, Bee Breeding, Swarming, Queen 

Rearing, General Beekeeping Practices 

and many others, will now be among 

amongst well maintained subject 

collections of plant anatomy, plant 

geography, plant exploration and many 

more. 

 

 

Picture:  Some of the books within the beekeeping books 
library collections. 

Credit:  Tlou Masehela 
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2017 FIRE SEASON 

Brendan Ashley-Cooper 

Beekeeper & WCBA 

 

 
 
Credit:  Brendan Ashley-Cooper 
 
 

My fire experiences this year started with the Somerset West/Sir Lowry’s Pass fires, which started on 

about the 4th January and burnt for the next week.  I contacted Kraai van Niekerk after seeing smoke 

in the Somerset West area.  He rushed back from Plettenberg Bay and ended up moving just about 

all of his beehives (650+ hives) out of the Valley.  Those (150+ hives) which he could not reach were 

unfortunately lost to the incredibly hot fires, fanned by the strong southerly winds which making it very 

difficult and dangerous to get to the bees.  This fire has resulted in a huge loss of forage for the area.  

There was a large variety of Eucalyptus species as well as the diverse fynbos which burnt. 

 

…it will take 4+ years for the vegetation to recover and be suitable for bees again… 

 

I personally lost 20 hives in these same fires in the Sir Lowry’s Pass area.  The hives had been 

placed on the new site 2 weeks earlier.  The site was clear of bush and only had short grass.  The fire 

was so quick and intense that the land owner was caught by surprise and I was not able to save these 

hives. 

 

The next lot of fires were started in the Paarl area around the 10 th of January.  We were notified by 

one of our sites and rushed out to move the hives.  The fire was under control and we used the time 

to make certain that all 5 sites were properly clear of anything combustible to 3 m around the pallets.  

The fire was extinguished and no damage to the hives.  Another fire was lit in the same area a few 

days later.  This fire burnt through everything which had not burnt before, fanned by a strong wind. 

This last summer honey season has been a 

difficult one with the fires and unrelenting 

winds. 

Beekeepers in the Western Cape have been 
scrambling to stay ahead of the fires, as vast 
tracts of bee forage have been destroyed by 

the unstoppable fires. 



 

 

We did not manage to arrive on time for this fire and lost hives on 4 out of the 5 sites totalling 56.  I 

believe that the heat is hot enough in these fires to ignite the hives.  More bee forage (Eucalyptus and 

fynbos) lost for the next 4+ years. 

 

 

 

 

These burnt hives are a big loss to us as beekeepers.  The burnt forage is a bigger loss as we 

are already very short of forage to sustain our bees in the Western Cape and will now have to 

wait for years before these areas are suitable to sustain bees again.  These are only my losses.  

There are many other beekeepers that have been affected similarly by fire and the loss of our 

all-important bee forage.  My advice is, when in doubt, move the beehives.  It’s so 

disheartening to come to a site to find only queen excluders, screws, wires and eyelets after a 

fire.  Fire breaks and clean sites are not enough to protect the beehives.  Do not be 

complacent. 

 

 

More fires in the Wellington area resulted in more burnt 

hives and lost forage.  This fire started on the old Du 

Toits Kloof Road on Friday 3rd of February 2017.  The 

wind carried it over to Bainskloof where on the Sunday 

night it burnt down the mountain, through the protea 

fynbos and into the farming area below the pass.  The 

area was evacuated and access to the bee sites was 

impossible.  3 sites out of 4 burnt, totalling another 52 

burnt beehives.  The fire continued to burn back 

towards Paarl, burning what was left from the previous 

Paarl fires. 

 



 

THE “ANT-IDOTE”:  ANT POISON RECIPE FOR APIARY SITES 

Dawid Smit (WCBA)  &  Tlou Masehela (WCBA & SANBI) 

 

Ants have over the years been very problematic for many beekeepers in the Western Cape.  Not only 

are they a nauseas to bees, but also to beekeepers when they have to inspect and carry out routine 

work on their hives.  The diversity of ants troubling bees, coupled by their persistence in different soil 

types makes it difficult to find the “perfect” chemical or mechanical measure for their control.  Different 

solutions seemingly work differently for beekeepers.  The following recipe for ant control in apiary 

sites seems to be fairly effective. 

 
Product name:  FASTAC SC   Active ingredient:  Alpha-cypermethrin (Pyrethroid) 

 
Word of caution according to the label: 

Not significantly hazardous to bees, various other beneficial pest parasites and predators and fish 

under field conditions PROVIDED THE PRODUCT IS USED AS DIRECTED.  When applied in the 

presence of foraging bees, a temporary reduction in their activity may be noticed.  THEREFORE, 

ATTEMPT NOT TO APPLY DURING PEAK BEE ACTIVITY.  DO NOT direct spray towards bee hives 

or allow spray drift in their vicinity. 

 

Here is how to do it: 

 

 These actions to be taken preferably 2-3 days prior to the hives being brought to the site 

 Clear the ground / soil to have a clean site of approx 2m x 2m 

 Make up a mix of 100ml of FASTAC per 5l of clean water in a suitable sprayer 

 Wet the cleared site thoroughly & evenly with 200-300ml of the mixture by course droplets 

 Do not let the mixture stand too long --- mix only what you can use in half a day 

 Replace hive stand after mixture has dried (never put hive directly on the ground anyway) 

 If hive is already on a high stand when spraying, apply at low pressure not to create a mist 

 Treat the lower parts of stand poles as well 

 Wash your hands and store the chemical and equipment safely 

 The above treatment may have to be repeated after 2-3 months. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE NOTICE 
BOARD 

 
WCBA AGM 

Saturday 25 March 2017 

09:00 - 13:30 

DAFF Community Hall 

Stellenbosch 

Contact: 

WCBA:  021 865 2050 

 
SKOG VOORSAAIDAG 

Wednesday 15 March 2017 

08:00 - 14:00 

Jan Basson Sentrum 

Sentraalstraat 

Moorreesburg 

Contact: 

021 433 2370 

074 603 7240 

THE BEE WORLD  

Japan has just invented Robo-bees that can 
legitimately pollinate the earth 

http://www.techly.com.au/2017/02/10/these-robo-bees-
may-one-day-pollinate-the-earth/ 

 

Bees learn while they sleep, and that means they 
might dream 

http://www.bbc.com/earth/story/20160621-do-bees-
dream?ocid=ww.social.link.facebook 

Honey bee genetics sheds light on bee origins 

https://phys.org/news/2017-02-honey-bee-genetics.html 

Honey bee memories: another piece of the 
Alzheimer’s puzzle? 

http://americanbeejournal.com/honey-bee-memories-
another-piece-alzheimers-puzzle/ 

New research debunks honey bee pesticide study 

https://www.st-
andrews.ac.uk/news/archive/2017/title,1059945,en.php 

New research debunks honey bee pesticide study 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/16/business/a-
bee-mogul-confronts-the-crisis-in-his-

field.html?hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&clic
kSource=story-heading&module=first-column-

region&region=top-news&WT.nav=top-news&_r=0  

 
WCBA HONEY FESTIVAL 

Sunday 26 March 2017 

From 09:00  

Kirstenbosch Stone Cottages 

Rhodes Drive 

Newlands 

Contact: 

Lynette Barnes:  071 241 1411 

Tlou Masehela:  078 285 2553 

Cath the buzz – Mad Honey from Nepal not so good 

http://www.beeculture.com/catch-buzz-mad-honey-
nepal-not-

good/?utm_source=Catch+The+Buzz&utm_campaig
n=43d3f8dbd1-

Catch_The_Buzz_4_29_2015&utm_medium=email&u

tm_term=0_0272f190ab-43d3f8dbd1-331932229  
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